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MATT DINNIMAN

in a ponytail. A barbed tail poked from the tear of his tuxedo. A pair

of black bat-like wings sat folded tightly against his back.

"Hello, Mordecai," I said, examining his new forrn. 'Jesus, dude.

Looking good."

"Wow," Donut said, looking him up and down. "I wouldnt kick

you out ofbed for eating crackers."

Even Mongo's customary screech sounded as if he was in awe.

Mordecai-lncubus. Level 50.

Guildmaster of this guildhall.

This is a Non-Combatanf NPE.

Also known as the Gigachad of the Over Eity, lncubi are the

male counterparts of fhe infamous Succubus. The smooth, se-

ductive, and ultimately deadly lncubus can be identified by his

sfunning good looks, exquisite charm, and sensuous feet. They

can only be found on the urban levels offhe dungeon. They give

new meaning to fhe phrase "hit if and quit it."

"Princess Donut, Carl, little Mongo, welcome to the third floor.

The training levels have concluded. Now the games may truly be-

gin," Mordecai said, bowing slightly. Even his voice had gotten

deeper. He indicated for us to enter.
\We walked inside, and the door closed behind us.

"Trurning levels?" I said. "For fuck s sake. You call those training

levels?"

"Oh, thank goodness," Mordecai said once the door closed. He

ripped the jacket offand pulled offthe tie, unbuttoning the top three

buttons. The jacket was odd, with a pair of long siits along the back

to accommodate his wings. "I thought you two were never going to

show up. Ive been in this thing for three hours, waiting for you. I
hate formal wear."

"The interview ran long," I said. "I take it the general public can't

watch this part?"
"Nope," he said. 'They'll watch you go in, and they'll watch yotr
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MATT DINNIMAN

- "Cat. Final answer. Let's move on."

Mordecai looked at me. I shrugged. She'd made it clear from the

start that she wasn't going to change. I was just huPpy she'd dropped

the idea of me turning into a cat also.

"Okay, then," he said. 'A message will pop up, and you have to

confirm your choice by clicking on it."
"\il7ait," I said, a horrific thought coming to me. j'It's not going to,

you know, change her back to the way she was before, is it?"
"Too late," Donut said. She glowed for a moment. "I clicked it."

She looked at her paw. "I feel the same."

"No," Mordecai said. He looked pointedly at Donut. "But it is

important to ask questions like that. I made it so she actually chose

to not make a choice. Nothing will change, but she will now have

access to a few rucial benefits she didnt have before."

"Benefits? rVhat are they?" Donut asked.

"I dont know, Princess Donut," Mordecai said, sounding exasper-

ated. "\(/e Rever got to examine the cat choice in the menu. You ll be

able to see when we're done. And you wouldn't have changed yet

afiyway. The change doesnt happen until the end of the process."

"Okay, Donut," I said. "\7e need to think carefully about this

next choice. Let's see what the AI suggests. Okay?"

"Lets do this," she said. "Show me anything with the word prin-

cess' or 'queen' in the title."
"Okay, moving on," Mordecai said. A list of items appeared on

the screen, though the list appeared to be much shorter than the

last one.

Mordecai paused, his eyes flashing as he quickly looked over the

selections. "Okay, Princess Donut. It looks as if youve been givet)4
class choices. That's a pretty short list. In fact, itt the shortest Ive

ever seen, but I think that's a combination of your rucial choice and

a result of your stats. Your base constitution is still twb." FIe paused.

"No, actually it's four now, thanks to your rucial choice of cat." FIe

agair, searched through his unseen menus. "Oh, I see now. It's
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MATT DINNIMAN

upon picking it without reading anything. S7e'd discussed this, and

we had a loose plan based on Odette's advice. But Donut was also

prone to go off the rails from time to tirne.
"Donut," I said. "Click on each of the thtee recommendations so

we can see the information."
"Im telling you right now I am absolutely not choosing this one,"

Donut said as she clicked on the first choice.

Artisf Alley Mogul.

This Charisma- and lntelligence-based class is the modern-

day merchant. Using your superior artistic talent to enter-

tain and entice fellow nerds, the Artist Alley Mogul travels the

world to sell her copyright-infringing wares. While not particu-

larly menacing physically, this plucky merchanf is extremely

difficult to hurt. Members of fhis class receive the following

benefits:

+S Uexterity.

lnsfant access to the level 5 Shield spell.

A 25% discount af all stores plus a 15Yo bonus to money

earned from sales.

10% interest earned on all coins upon descent fo fhe nexf

level.

Level 5 Pafhfinder skill.

Access fo Enhanced Dodge, which allows the Dodge skill to

train to level 20.

Level 5 Dodge skill. [Already obtained.]

Additional subclasses become available on the sixfh floor.

This is an Earth Elass. As an incentive to choose an Earth

Elass, you will receive a Silver Earth Box upon choosing this

class. 
:

Mordecai grunted. "That incentive is a little weak compared to

what they usually do. It's usually a gold box and a couple stat points."
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MATT DINNIMAN

+5,fo Constifution, Eharisma, and lntelligence.

-2 Strength.

Additional benefifs depending on entertainment-based skill

choice.

"So help me god," I said, "I will abandon you right here and right

now if you choose to take up the kazoa."

"I could play aninstrument," Donut said, voice full of wonder. "I

could be a singer!"

"S(e want to keep viewets, remember?" I said.

"N7hat this description <ioesnt say is that a lot of the necromancer

spells will be cast with her instrument," Mordecai said. 'And that

means she wont have to use spell points to cast them. That's pretty

huge. PIus each instrument has a long list of additional benefits. This

is a solid choice if you end up picking a DPS class. Something that

does a lot of damage. She'll have awide range of both protection and

other support skills."
"Carl,look! I could get a harmonica!" Donut said' She'd pulled

up the submenu of entertainment skills. She gasped. "Bongos. They

have bongos, Carl."
"Harmonica? How would that even work?" I said. "You don't

have thumbs."
"You dont need thumbs for the harmonica, Carl. Not if I get one

of those neck thingies."

I had a quick vision of tiny Zev attempting to strangle me after

I allowed Donut to take up a ridiculous instrument. "Please, let's just

look at that third choice."

Former Ehild Actor.

This rare subclass is an offshoof of the Character Actor

class. lt can only be obtained by crawlers who hbve both re'

ceived the Eutl achievement and have obfained af leasf one

trillion views.
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'to MATT DINNIMAN

"Specialty?" I asked.

"She can basically pick a new class each floor. Each floor from

now ofl will have a theme. So it would be somewhat useful. If it's a

floor filled with ice monsters, she can pick a fire class, and so forth.

But it's also a chance-based skill. So if she chooses it, and then she

chooses a firc mage, the system AI basically rolls the dice and de-

cides how many frre mage spells and skills to give to her. And as

soon as shet done with the floor, she loses the skills and starts over.

Each higher level of the Character Actor skill, however, gives better

skills. It makes it so she is pretty weak for the eady levels, but once

you get higher, it can be quite powerful depending on her class

choices."

"I dont think I like thatl'I said. "It leaves too much to chance.

Nfhat about her existing spells, llke Magic Missile and the like?"

"Those are untouched. But if she chooses a class that has a Pen-

alty for those skills or spells, they will apply. For example, if she

chooses a necromancer specialty, that Magic Missile spell will cost

lO%o morc to cast, but just for the length of that floor. Or if she

chooses warlock, her constitution will go down one point for the

length of that floor."

I liked that she would be immune to poison and diseases. "-il7hats

the Cockroach skill?"
"Basically, it gives a chance to survive afatal attack. At level five

she's guaranteed one free lethal hit a fight, though she'd be near

death afterward. At level ten, your health doesnt go down at all after

the first fatal strike. The problem is, the only way to train that skill

is by using it. Or with potions, or a uaining guild if you can find

one, but that can get expensive."

"I like it," Donut said. "If I pick it, then I can just choose Necro-

Bard as my specialty every floor, but pick a different instrument

every time. \Touldnt that be neat? It's the best of both worlds!"

"Not necessarily, Donut," I said. "If you get a bad roll from the

AI, you might get stuck with underpowered skills and spells until
the next floor."

LAHL 5 -

DONUT: CARL, ARE YOU ST

BE REALLY MAT].

CARt-: Do it.

"Okay, then," Mordecai sa

and you have to scroll down i
Donut glowed for a momr

"Done. I am now a stupid Ar
"Goddamnit, Donut!" Nfo
"And scene," Donut said. .t
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